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ROLLS-ROYCE COACHBUILDING TODAY 


The stresses set up in modern cars by the 
advent of independent wheel suspension, much 
heavier loads, more efficient brakes, greater 
acceleration and higher average speeds over any 
type of road surface, have all combined to make 
an all-metal body of monocoque construction 
essential for strength and rigidity. Costly and 
painstaking research over the past twenty-five 
years has enabled H. J. Mulliner, Park Ward to 
solve and overcome such problems as French- 
polished woodwork breaking down under tropical 
environments, dust-proofing difficulty in Africa 
and Australia, rusting of body components due 
to the excessive use of salt in clearing snow and 
ice in Canada, trimming and leather suffering 
decay and mould in damp tropical conditions. 


Until 1960, when Rolls-Royce decided to 
adopt monocoque body construction, the coach- 
builder had always applied a complete body to 
a chassis. A techique now had to be mastered 
for using a prefabricated body as the chassis 
acceptance base for the engine, gearbox and 
transmission. Body engineering had arrived. 

A design consortium, composed of represen- 
tatives from Rolls-Royce, Pressed Steel Fisher 
and H. J. Mulliner, Park Ward, developed a uni- 
versal base platform unit to accept not only the 
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow standard 4-door saloon, 
but also the 2-door saloon and convertible bodies 
by H. J. Mulliner, Park Ward. This base unit 
designed to take engine, gearbox and transmission 
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is fabricated by Pressed Steel Fisher and delivered 
to Willesden. Since rigidity in the box structure 
of the body is essential, front and rear wings, 
scuttle and roof are fabricated in steel. Doors, 
bonnet and boot lid, which do not add to rigidity 
of the motor car, are made of aluminium. 

At each stage during manufacture of the 
body shell there is meticulous inspection of all 
jigging, welding and clearances. 

The body shell is next sent to Rolls-Royce 
at Crewe, where it goes through various treat- 
ments of priming and chemical cleaning, the first 
stage paint process of stove filling and the 
mounting of engine, transmission, brakes, steer- 
ing, radiator, fuel, exhaust, electrical systems 
and suspension units. The vehicle is then returned 


by transporter to Willesden for the trimming, 
installation of polished wood dados, and the final 
colour paint process. Trimming is, as always, 
a craft operation where inspection and quality 
control methods are maintained at the highest 
possible level. It is here that experience and 
personal skills of the individual are fully ex- 
pressed; whether it be in selecting and cutting 
hides — eight full hides to one car — or applying 
and finishing a set of veneered panels and fillets, 
matched with precision throughout the whole 
length and width of the interior. 

Wood polishing today is another highly 
scientific, precision-controlled operation. Modern 
methods developed at Willesden not only produce 


Whatever is rightly done, however humble, 1s noble — Royce, 1924) 


an appearance equal to the finest Frenchpolishing, 
but render the wood free from warping. 

The process of painting a Rolls-Royce or 
Bentley to give that much coveted appearance of 
highly polished glass takes some three weeks. 
At Willesden, techniques have been developed 
which, although automated in part to the highest 
technical degree, still depend finally upon hand 
operations. Between 100 and 125 hours of hand 
finishing are necessary to ensure the perfection 
and durability of finish under all conditions that 
quality control demands. 

The same degree of quality control applied 
to paintwork is also demanded for items produced 
at Willesden in the Brass Shop for subsequent 
chrome finishing. These include window frames, 
windscreen and rear light surrounds, body mould- 
ings, and other interior details. 

Hand craftsmanship will always be comple- 
mentary to and a necessary part of the most 
advanced body engineering projects. H. J. Mul- 
liner, Park Ward have certainly proved the effec- 
tiveness of craft coachbuilding applied to modern 
body engineering as exemplified by the Silver 
Shadow. 

In order to meet the growing demand for 
an intermediate-sized formal limousine, Rolls- 
Royce offer the four door saloon in long wheelbase 
form, with or without centre division. 

The basic body is delivered to the H. J. Mul- 
liner, Park Ward factory where it is expertly 
modified to long wheelbase specification by 
specialists. It is then transported to Crewe where 
it is fed on to the Silver Shadow production line 
for completion. 


Executive Interior Furnishing 


The universal base platform unit used in every Rolls-Royce 

Silver Shadow and Bentley T series is made of 16 s.w.g. 

galvanised steel. The method of construction allows for an 

extension to be inserted to fulfil long wheelbase require- 

ments. The 4in. insert is spotwelded into the extended 

4-door body and incorporates additional strengthening 
members into the rear body sills. 


FROM THE FEDERAL SECRETARY 


We are now well into the year of the Phan- 
tom! This year is the 50th Anniversary of the 
introduction by the Company of the New Phan- 
tom. Please forgive me for being biased as, after 
all, I am an owner, can any member actually 
pinpoint the precise time when the New Phantom 
was named, even though it be a misnomer, the 
Phantom 1? 


Fifty years have passed since the Silver 
Ghost was superseded. Almost 30 years have 
passed since Patrick Kane-White acquired his 
20 h.p. I am fairly certain that the only member 
who can aspire to ownership of a car longer that 
Patrick is George Green with ‘601,’ the mag- 
nificent Silver Ghost 56AG. Are there any other 
long ownership takers? 


It was indeed a pleasure to renew acquain- 
tanceship with Wal and Kerry Moorehouse during 
the evening of the New South Welsh Branch 
Christmas party. The meeting of interstate mem- 
bers at Branch functions furthers the spirit of 
the Club. 


At a recent auction held in the United King- 
dom my bidder was successful in obtaining for 
me a February, 1920 Silver Ghost instruction 
book. Inside the front cover is an official looking 
stamp bearing the inscription “No. 4 Date — Ist 
September, 1921 No. 4 Section Third Armoured 
Car Coy.” I think I may have been lucky enough 
to obtain an instruction book which had been 
with one of the Silver Ghost armoured cars albeit 
Post-World War I. Whilst on the subject of 
armoured cars might I recommend for your lib- 
rary “Rolls-Royce and the Great Victory” which 
is fascinating reading. 


I understand that David Kenway has a quite 
magnificent motor vehicle under wraps which he 
is restoring for the 1975 Federal Rally. Captain 
John Brodie is also achieving perfection with his 
Silver Cloud I with which he hopes to take the 
laurels from SYB26 — the burgundy Cloud. Good 
luck to both of you and may the judges have a 
one way ticket to a non-extradition country. 


Something which intrigues me is the dreaded 
side slip. For those who have not or would like 
to experience it might I refer again to a Silver 
Ghost instruction book. Sir Henry seems to have 
been silent on the point even though he experien- 
ced it on at least one occasion when he put that 
Silver Ghost into a ditch. 


For those of you restoring vintage Silver 
Ghosts, Phantom I, Phantom II and Phantom III 
I must tell you that coachbuilder’s chassis draw- 
ings. are available from the Rolls-Royce En- 
thusiasts Club, I am not sure whether one has 
to join firstly before obtaining copies but I am 
happy to assist any member desiring them. Like- 
wise, I understand from Lieutenant Colonel Eric 
Barrass, the Secretary of the Rolls-Royce En- 
thusiasts Club, that he has established a source 
for information on some Windovers coachwork. 
Letters on this subject to me please. 


Arrangements for the 1975 Federal Rally 
are well in hand. It is indeed gratifying to see 
the number of deposits I have already received. 
Please forward your deposit of $10.00 to me as 
soon as possible to secure accommodation at rally 
headquarters. 

May the year 1975 be in toto as satisfying 
as one short drive behind the Spirit of Ecstasy or 
the Flying B. 

Malcolm Johns. 


PRAECLARUM PHANTOM 

“Did you know what the car is that was 
shown on the Jacket of the old Praeclarum? 
It is chassis No. 2 WJ, the second production 
model of the Phantom II to be built. Originally 
this car was to be chassis No. 26 EX, but the 
Phantom II was so good and the Company had 
such confidence in the model that they did not 
go on building Experimental Chassis beyond 23 
EX, but brought the model out as a production 
model. 

Chassis No. 2 WJ was a Hooper Enclosed 
Drive Limousine finished in black and Grey. 
Later whilst the Company was producing the 
Phantom II, they went on and built more ex- 
perimental models, having chassis No. 24 EX 
through to 29 EX and then 31 GX, which was 
the last of all in the Phantom II series. 

The above advice was given by W. J. Oldham 
of “The Hyphen in Rolls-Royce” fame to John 
Griffiths who kindly shared it with us. 


A most unusual option fitted to Silver Dawn LSTH41. 
The control was a common option on LHD Continentals. 
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Victim: “You'll know the car all right. There’s a lady 
looking like this on the radiator.” 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

Sunday, December 15th, was the annual 
Christmas ‘get together’ for the South Australian 
members and the venue this year was Edward 
Godfrey’s hills residence, ‘Stangate House,’ at 
Aldgate. 

Some 50 members and friends attended for 
a picnic lunch in the grounds surrounding the 
home. The weather was overcast, but this did 
not prevent a most enjoyable day. The club pro- 
vided the wines, which is the normal custom at 
our Christmas events, and the fact that they 
were delivered in John Lucas’ Buick Electra did 
not affect the flavour or the quantity consumed. 

The committee will meet during February 
to determine the calendar of events for this year 
and this should appear in the next issue. 
We would welcome any interstate members to 
attend any of our scheduled functions during 1975 
who happen to be in Adelaide at the time. 

Ral Rainsford. 
NEW SOUTH WALES 
Christmas Dinner 

Although the Dinner Dance was held on 21st 
December, uncomfortably close to Christmas, 
there were still 170 people in attendance and it 
proved a thoroughly enjoyable function. The 
gracious surroundings of Windsor Gardens at 
Chatswood complimented the atmosphere and 
guests were able to stroll in the gardens or on 
the balconies between dances. The traditional 
Silver Ghost Punch (made to a secret recipe) 
was served with savouries and President George 
Sevenoaks and his wife Jean, welcomed guests 
who included Mr. and Mrs. G. Sindel. Mr. Sindel is 
Town Clerk of the Ryde Municipal Council and 
we are fortunate in having the use of the Council 
Chambers for our monthly meetings, especially 
as we have undercover parking and a most co- 
operative attendant. 

Several country members travelled long dis- 
tances to attend the Dinner, including Bert and 
June Newton who drove from their Grenfell pro- 
perty to join with their friends in our Club and 
the Vintage Motor Club who were present. Wal. 
and Kerry Moohouse suprised their friends by 
arriving from Queensland and Roger and Ester 


Johnston left their property in Goulburn to join 
ee friends Arch and Joyce Ferguson at their 
table. 

Dr. Barry Gillings acted as Master of Cere- 
monies and during the evening made a present- 
ation to George Green who was awarded a trophy 
for his interesting article on Car Museums in the 
U.S.A. which was published in our Branch 
magazine, London and Derby. C. MclIvor Janes 
won an award in The Best Letter category in 
which he pointed out the desirability of Postal 
Voting for Club members. Bob McCulloch was 
nominated by the panel of judges (comprising 
Pedr Davis, John Lockeridge and June Bradshaw) 
for the prize for his article entitled on becoming 
the Owner of the World’s Best Motor Car. These 
trophies are awarded annually to encourage more 
members to contribute to London and Derby. 

There were many beautiful gowns worn to 
the Dinner, the most popular colour being red 
and there was enough bare flesh showing to keep 
the men on the dance floor! George Harris looked 
magnificent in a midnight blue dinner jacket 
and Bruce Ross wore the most up-to-the-minute 
lace fronted evening shirt and surely it’s not 
necessary to inform readers that they wore other 
items of apparel as well. 

One gentleman wore a moncle and cane and 
another wore a top hat, so elegance amongst the 
male sex is not a thing of the past after all. 

The final dance at 1.30 a.m. brought to a 
happy conclusion a most enjoyable and friendly 
evening. 

Combined Picnic Run 

On Sunday, 19th January a picnic run was 
held, destination Vales Point on Lake Macquarie 
approximately 57 miles from the assembly point 
at Pennant Hills. The Branch and the Vintage 
Motor Club combined to take part in an event 
which has become an annual one with the accent 
on the social aspect. There were 30 cars present 
including a Shadow, several Clouds and S type 
Bentleys, a couple of 20 h.p.s and from the Vin- 
tage Motor Club, a Packard, a 20 h.p. Austin 1927, 
a La Salle, De Soto and a Vauxhall. 

In spite of the electricity crisis we were 
fortunate in being shown over the partly com- 
pleted power station at Vales Point. 

Our obliging host for the day was Mr. Bruce 
Jones who is in charge of power station con- 
struction in N.S.W. Mr. Jones took us on a 
guided tour and pointed out that there were 
7000 tons of steel in the framework and 3500 
tons of concrete. One item of interest even to 
the female mind was that of the immense Boiler 
in the new tower is constructed to carry 8500 
tons of water. 

Bruce Ross and his events committee took 
care of every detail to make the day a pleasant 
one, not the least being the facilities made avail- 
able at Bruce Jone’s waterside home where a 
barbecue lunch was enjoyed. Some excited children 
donned life jackets and went for a speedboat ride 
on the lake, while their parents partook of the 
succulent steaks and fine wines under the shady 
gum strees. 

June Bradshaw. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


Annual General Meeting 

Many W.A. members assembled at the home 
of Dennis and Margaret Sowden in a delightful 
riverside setting on Sunday, lst December, 1974, 
for the W.A. Branch Annual General Meeting. 
The President, Mrs. Diana Deacon conducted the 
meeting in her usual efficient manner. The 
various reports were presented and elections 
conducted with the result that the following were 
elected to office for 1975. 

President: Diana Deacon. 

Vice-President and Treasurer: Gil Ralph. 

Secretary: Dick Wright. 

Rally Marshall: Peter Deacon. 

Committeemen: Norm Cunningham, 

Dennis Sowden, 
Roger Fry. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, Harry 
Thompson, with helpful hints from wife May, 
gave an entertaining talk about their recent 
Pacific Cruise and visit to U.S.A. While in the 
U.S. they visited William Harrah’s Automobile 
Collection at Las Vegas and met several members 
of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club in America. 

Following a most enjoyable luncheon, mem- 
bers indulged in a variety of pleasant activities 
which included swimming, playing pool or merely 
chatting. 

1975 Programme 

The W.A. Branch Programme for 1975 will 
include the following events: 

Sunday, 16th February: Barbecue and Pool 

Party. 

Sunday, 16th March: Concours d’Elegance. 

Weekend 25-27th April: Tour and Rally. 

Saturday, 7th June: Social Function. 

Weekend 14-16th June: Federal Rally, 

Albury, N.S.W. 

Sunday, 10th August: Picnic Rally. 

Weekend, 11-13th October: Tour and Rally. 

Friday, 7th November: President s Dinner 

Dance. 
Sunday, 7th December: Annual General 
Meeting. 


Owen Bourke’s Dawn SVJ41 with original tail lights, 
including a reflector, as fitted to “Home” cars. 
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Several members’ cars will be displayed at 
the Perth Motor Show from 1st to 10th February. 
They will include Peter Deacon’s ex Duke of 
Kent, 1927 20h.p. GAJ 75, Harry Thompson’s 
1934 30/25h.p. brilliant red Martin and King 
two door Sport Saloon G/B 27, Gil Ralph’s 1936 
20/25 h.p. Concours d’Elegance winning Mulliner 
Sport Saloon GTK 20, and possibly Lou White- 
man‘s 1912 yellow Barker bodied Silver Ghost 
2028. 

News of Members 

Tom Clarke — former Federal Secretary and 
1974 Federal Rally Secretary has now settled in 
London where his address is 64A Redcliffe Gar- 
dens, London, SW10. Regretably, Tom is propos- 
ing to sell his 1986 R.R 20/25‘h.p. Thrupp and 
Maberly Limousine and a large collection of parts 
and other R.R bits and pieces he has. RROC of 
Australia members are being given priority so 
write for a list. 

IAN MAXTED is returning to England to 
live and is currently en route via New Zealand. 
His 1933 R-R 20/25 h.p. Park Ward Saloon GHA 
12 will follow by ship in March. 

MR. S. L. FOWLER recently joined the Club. 
His R-R Silver Shadow is stabled at 8 First 
Avenue, Kelmscott, W.A. 6111. 

PAUL RIGBY, perhaps better known as a 
cartoonist than a Rolls-Royce owner, has returned 
from England and settled in Perth with his wife 
Marlene and family. His rare 1958 S-type Bentley 
Continental by Hooper preceded him and will be 
remembered as a colourful competitor in the 
Federal Rally. 


Gil Ralph. 


George Green’s 1912 Ghost 1972 with Vanden Plas body. 


QUEENSLAND 

Toowoomba Run — 13th October 

It wasn’t a large contingent but it was a 
very pleasant day. The Sparks, the Haughteys, 
the Dunstans, the Moorhouses comprised the little 
group that left Brisbane. It was good to see Bill 
Fleming and Lena in the Ghost at the start but 
we were sorry that he could not come. 


It was an uneventful trip to Toowoomba — 
but which was the right route at the Minden 
Range? The traffic seemed to be fairly evenly 
divided between the new road which was clearly 
marked as. road closed” and the old road which 
was marked as the “side road.” 

At the top of the range we were met by 
Toowoomba member Ross Eldridge. When we 
were all gathered together — and cooled down — 
Ross lead us off to friend Mrs. Penfold’s delight- 
ful little cottage where we were served with a 
very welcome morning tea. After a relaxed chat 
and a look around the garden Ross again led us 
on a scenic drive around Toowoomba — this time 
he was riding with Sue and Greg in the Kilvert 
200? 

The end of the tour was Weis Restaurant in 
time for lunch — a rather late lunch by the time 
our table was organised. However the delay only 
strengthened our peckish feelings and so we were 
able to extract good value from the excellent 
smorgasbord. By the time we had finished, it 
was time to head for home — the end of another 
pleasant outing. Our thanks to Ross and Mrs. 
Penfold for the Toowoomba welcome. 

Christmas Party 

The Christmas Party on 30th November was 
held at the home of Sue and Greg Dunstan. It 
was a pleasant relaxed evening supported by 
good weather for relaxing on the front terrace 
and an excellent smorgasbord dinner. 

It was good to see so many new faces and a 
little disappointing that some of the older mem- 
bers (in terms of length of membership — not 
of age!) could not be there. 

Present were: Sue and Greg Dunstan, Barry 
and Fave Sparks with Jenny, Grahame and 
Stephen, Fred and Wanda Haughtey, Doug and 
Judy Gray, Brian and Joy Brannnelly, Jack and 
Gwen Murphy, Wal and Kerry Moorhouse, Reg 
and Dolly Wood, Keith Brennan and Friend, David 
Self and friend and Lionel Lindsay-Smith. 

Dr. Eric and Pat Kilvert dropped in for a 
quick visit later in the evening. 

Wal Moorhouse. 


The interior of Paul Rigby’s S81 Continental BC 43EL — 
Note rev counter. 
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VICTORIA 

On 16th October some twenty people and 
sundry dogs went to Strath Creek in four R-Rs 
(two twenties, a Silver Cloud I and a Shadow), 
four B’s (two Mark VIs, an S2 and a Flving 
Spur) and two other cars for what turned out to 
be a delightful outing in beautiful weather. 
Strath Creek, a small village some 42 miles north 
of Melbourne, boasts a picnic and camping ground 
which we had to ourselves and which proved an 
ideal spot for our picnic luncheon. 

Melbourne Grammar School held a large fete 
on Saturday, 16th November to raise funds. It 
was given a lift by the 11 a.m. arrival in style 
of Noel Ferrier and Julie Anthony in Tony 
Steven’s 25/30, escorted by one Twenty, one Silver 
Wraith, four Silver Clouds (two Is, one II and one 
III), one Shadow, one Corniche, one Mark VI 
and one “R” Type Continental. 

The majesty of our arrival was marred some- 
what by the hurried recall to earth, moments be- 
fore, of a huge balloon which I think had 
threatened to take its passengers and basket to 
a destination unknown. This monster lay across 
our path and had to be circumnavigated to deliver 
our passengers to the welcoming committee. Has 
anyone ever seen the enormous amount of space 
taken up by a deflated balloon and its attendant 
ropes? Most of our cars were then left on display 
until Jate in the afternoon. 

The next day saw the occasion of our annual 
cricket match between the ‘“Pre-Wars” and the 
“Post-Wars,’ which was held on Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack Griffith’s property near Morington (about 
36 miles south of Melbourne). 

The fact that a team from four pre-war 
cars (three Twenties and a P Ill was pitted 
against one from thirteen post-war cars (one 
Corniche, one Shadow, four Silver Clouds, two 
Dawns, two Mark VIs, three S.Is and an S.3 
Continental) didn’t seem to matter in the slightest. 

‘wo or three dogs insisted on joining the 
fielders,, one set of wickets tended to wander 
slightly and was found to be attached by much 
string to a small boy hiding in the long grass 
(we were unable to discover for how much or by 
whom he was employed) and no one has yet heard 
which side won. Possibly our Hon. Club Auditor- 
Scorer is having trouble with his figures, but I 
can say, however, that Janet Larkins was clearly 
the batsman of the day. 

We decided that our strength would be taxed 
enough in December by our attendance of our 
Christmas Party on Saturday the 14th, which 
was held in Charles and Edna Whittaker’s house 
and garden. We are grateful to them for their 
kind hospitality which provided a very pleasant 
evening for many people. 

Our first outing for the New Year to Ralph 
and Joan Pearson’s property at Macedon, 36 miles 
north-west of Melbourne, sent 1975 off with a 
flying start. A superb day (actually I think it is 
the fifth summer day this winter which started 
Ist May — or is it now Spring?) saw twenty- 
five R-Rs, five Bentleys and about ten other 
marques unload approximately one hundred mem- 
bers and friends — not to mention the many 
children. 


We were all particularly pleased to see no 
less than twelve pre-War R.Rs, consisting of 
four Silver Ghosts, two Twenties, one PI, two PIIs 
(one a Continental), two 20/25s and a 25/30. 
These were well supported by three Dawns, eight 
Silver Clouds (five Is, two Ils and one III), one 
Shadow, one Corniche, three Mark VIs, one “R” 
Type Continental and one Flying Spur. 

Finally, we have at this moment, in residence 
here “Praeclarum’s” new Editor, Bill Coburn, and 
his wife Jane who are in transit from Tasmania 
to Canberra. Bill takes with him our congratula- 
tions on his first issue and our best wishes for 
his continued suuccess in the future. 

Patrick Kane-White. 


The interior of Keith Wherry’s Mulliner Limousine 
Phantom III 3LD146. Note retractable purdah glass. 


The Autocar 7th May, 1954. 


ROLLS-ROYCE 

Rolls-Royce Ltd., 

14-15 Conduit Street, London, W.1 

Silver Wraith: 6-cyl., 92 x 114.3 mm (3.625 x 4.50in.); 4,566 
e.c, (279 cu. in.); overhead inlet, side exhaust valves; 
compression ratio, 6.4 to 1; 4 speeds, synchromesh (overall 
radios, 4.25, 5.69, 8.58 and 12.66 to 1; automatic trans- 
mission, 4.25, 6.16, 11.19 and 16.23 to I); right-hand or 
steering column control. 
Suspension, independent front, coil springs; !-elliptic rear. 
Brakes, hydraulic front, mechanical servo-assisted rear. 
Wheelbase, 11 ft. lin. (337.8 cm); widest track, rear, 
5 ft. 4in. (162.56 cm). Specialist coachwork only available. 
Tank capacity, 18 Imperial gallons (81.83 litres). 
Tyre size, 7.50—16in. Battery, 12-volt, 55 a/h. 


Chassis £2,445 
Park Ward Saloon £4,545 
Hooper Limousine £4,695 
H. J. Mulliner Limousine £4,715 
Park Ward 7-passenger Limousine £4,720 
Hooper 7-passenger Limousine £4,720 
James Young Saloon, 4-door £4,895 


Silver Dawn: Specification as for Silver Wraith, except for: 

compression ratio, 6.75 to 1; synchromesh gear box (over- 
all ratios, 3.73, 5.00, 7.52 and 11.11 to 1; automatic gear 
box, 3.73, 5.40, 9.82 and 14.23 to 1). 
Wheelbase, 10 ft. (304.8 cm); widest track, rear 4ft. 103 in, 
(148.9 cm). Overall length, 16 ft. 7::in. (506.73 cm); width, 
5ft. 10in. (177.8 cm); height, 5ft. 6in. (167.64 cm). Turn- 
ing circle, 41 ft. 2in. (1,255 cm). Tyre size, 6.50—16 in. 


Chassis £2,420 
Sports Saloon £3,250 
Park Ward Drop-head Coupe £4,430 
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ROAD TEST SUMMARY 
Silver Dawn Saloon: Running weight, 4.132 lb. (1,878 kg); 
22 m.p.h. at 1,000 rpm. (top gear). Fuel consumption 
range, 14-16 m.p.g. (20.2-17.7 litres per 100 km). 
Best acceleration, 10-30 mph. 4.2 sec.; 30-50 m.p.h., 
6.7 sec.; 40-60 m.p.h., 8.7 sec. Through gears, 0-30 m.p.h,, 
4.7 sec., 0-50 m.p.h., 11.4 sec., 0-60 m.p.h., 16.2 sec., 0-70 m.p.h., 
23.2 sec.; 0-80 m.p.h., 35.7 sec. Maximum speed, 87.5 m.p.h, 
(Road Test, October 16, 1953). 


FOR THE MORE PRIVILEGED AMONG US 


Silver Cloud II chassis CAL 37 and 39 were 
fitted with unique Mulliner - Park Ward Cabriolet 
4-door convertible, coachwork to the special order 
of the Australian Government. 

The supplement to the car handbook has the 
following interesting instructions: 

Front Seats 

The front seats are fixed in an optimum 
position and no provision is made for fore and 
aft adjustment. 

Hand-rails, adjustable for height, are fitted 
in each front seat back for the rear passengers’ 
use when standing. 

When the hand-rails are required, insert the 
special winding handle in the escutcheon covered 
hole in the seat back, see Fig. 3. Turn handle 
clockwise to raise the hand-rail; the maximum 
extension availalle is seven inches above the 
front seat backrest. 

The operating handle, with a spare, is stowed 
in the boot, see Fig. 4, and this is also used for 
raising the rear seats. 

Rear Seats 

The rear seats are individually adjustable 
for height, each seat may be raised bodily to a 
maximum of four inches from the normal posi- 
tion. 

To raise the seat, insert the special winding 
handle in the escutcheon covered hole in the 
heelboard and rotate in a clockwise direction. Re- 
versing the operation of the handle lowers the 
seat. 

When the seats are raised, the handle should 
be removed and the special footboards placed in 
position. Suitable locating screws are provided 
utilising the safety harness anchorages to ensure 
that these are held firmly to the floor. 

When not required, the operating handles 
and the footboards should be stowed in the boot, 
and the screws replaced in the floor. 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


Contributions are invited dealing with Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley products or associated material. 
Photos should be black and white gloss prints. 
All references to cars should include the chassis 
numbers. Whilst every care is taken to check 
information published, no responsibility can be 
accepted for errors. 
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ROLLS-ROYCES IN INDIA 


India was not only one of the first few coun- 
tries to import cars—in the years that followed 
she proved to have excellent taste, and imported 
some fine speciments of the most exclusive 
makes. Soon after the precedent set by America, 
India imported its first car in 1897,to be fol- 
lower in 1898 by three Oldsmobiles owned by 
Jamshetji Ttata and two other prominent Parsees 
of Bombay. 

In 1911 there were assembled more than a 
hundred cars at the Delhi Durbar, many visitors 
having imported their own vehicles. This was 
the occasion when the first T-model Fords began 
to arrive, to become immediately popular due to 
their modest scale. 

However, the Rolls-Royce had not yet made 
its mark. Not a single R-R was represented at 
the Durbar! Even the Viceroy deemed it fit to 
choose a blue Wolsley. Yet already the first Rolls- 
Royce had entered India — the 1908 ‘Pearl of 
the East.”’ Designed especially by Cock-shoot of 
Manchester for the Maharajah of Gwalior, it was 
built for Indian conditions with a high ceil- 
ing, ventilators and other tropical features. It 
was just the beginning of a great era for the 
Rolls-Royce, which gradually gained precedence 
over other Juxury cars. 

Matchless as the R-R was, it would not have 
gained such popularity if it had not been for the 
excellent marketing strategy of the company. The 
coachwork of each car was custom-built so that 
one could choose the type of body to suit one’s 
requirements. Very good examples of coachwork 
were to be found in India, built by great designers 
such as Parkward, Barker, Windover, etc. They 
were as skilled in their work as Rolls-Royce were 
in building the chassis and engine. The finest 
bodies mounted in India were built by French 
Motor Car Co., Calcutta, and Simpson and Co., 
Madras. 

Finally, it was only a make such as the Rolls 
that could survive under the varied conditions of 
India. There were few good roads, and petrol was 
not available everywhere. The enormous petrol 
tanks gave R-R the carrying capacity of a camel, 
and the high clearance and power of an R-R took 
everything in its stride. Few mechanics were 
available then, and it was only a trouble-free car 
like the Rolls that was dependable. In those days, 
traffic comprised mainly of bullock carts. The 
bullock responding better to bells than to horns, 
many cars had a bell placed near the grill. The 
car was used for every odd job requiring trans- 
portation — such as hearses, temple-cars, trucks, 
buses, and jeeps, for processions, for tours and 
even for shikar. By far the most popular of these 
uses was the Rolls used for shikar. 

Soon the Rolls developed such an aura of 
class about it that it became difficult for other 
makers to compete on the market for luxury cars. 
Backed by the British Government, the Rolls 
were promoted as status cars for the ruling prin- 
ces of India. Most Maharajahs maintained a stable 
of _between 15 and 90 Rolls-Royces. The Maha- 
rajah of Patiala was the biggest single buyer of 
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Rolls-Royces in the world. He had 90. The Maha- 
rajah of Bharatpur kept about 25 R-Rs, most of 
the bodies built of either aluminum or copper. 
Some were indeed used for shikar, with their 
roofs removed and replaced by a khas roof on 
four poles to create conditions ideal for shooting. 

Thus the Rolls became the most popular of 
all makes to come to India, and to fall into a cate- 
gory quite its own. A staggering number is re- 
corded of nearly eight to ten thousand Silver 
Ghosts and Phantom Is, IIs and lils that have 
entered the country. Most of them were owned 
by ruling princes, and a great number of them 
have either been destroyed or found their way 
out of the country. Having set such a tremendous 
record in the market for these cars, it would 
seem our duty to preserve a few remaining ones 
in the country. 

Taken from an article by Muzaffar Ali in the 
program for the 1970 Vintage Car Rally, Delhi- 
Sohna-Delhi. 


HOME THOUGHTS FROM ABROAD 


by Peregrine (Tom Clarke) 

The mystery of Peregrine is revealed and 
from now on I shall be sending the occasional 
bulletin from England unpseudonymously. 

There are still many Rolls and Bentley cars 
to be seen on the streets of London almost all 
newer models. A good reason must be the high 
price of petrol which only corporately owned cars 
can afford: 75p a gallon and soon a pound a gal- 
lon. Many older cars can be seen on the dealers’ 
floors. An idea of current prices will be obtained 
on January 17th and 18th when the Vintage 
Transport Enthusiasts Club holds its exclusively 
Rolls and Bentley auction and spares sale at 
Alexandra Palace. Then in March another of 
Christmas Geneva Sales. 

At last the original type Rolls-Royce nipples 
and dust caps are available albeit at a high price. 
For those with the early non-centrally lubricated 
cars the caps are likely to appeal. The later cars 
usually only had the oilers on the engine mount 
and universals. The nipples are 1/8 gas or 5/16 
BSF thread, nickel plated, 65p each. The caps 
are 45p each, together they are £1.00. They are 
available from the Complete Automobilist, 39 
Main Street, Baston, near Peterborough, UK, PE6 
9NK. A welcome addition to their range. You'll 
find them illustrated in the Jan. 1975 Motor Sport 
on page 10 and very nice they look too. 

For collectors of books on the marques here 
are some recently issued titles. A children’s book 
A ROLLS CALLED ARK by Stobbs, published 
by Bodley Head, 1974. For kindergarten age 
children of fanatical members! In the AUTO- 
MOBILE QUARTERLY volume 12 number 2 
there are 32 pages devoted to Derby and Crewe 
Bentleys, £3.80 including postage, from Connois- 
seur Car Books, 70 Chiswick High Road, London 
W4. 

Members will want to hear of a new book 
by Victorian Branch member MARTIN BEN- 
NETT called ROLLS-ROYCE: THE HISTORY OF 


THE CAR published by Oxford Illustrated Press 
for £4.50, 179 pages and available as above. At 
first glance this looks a very glossy and smart 
book. However, it is basically I’m afraid a pastiche 
of extracts from sales catalogues, publicity photo- 
graphs and Club magazines. The illustrations of 
Rolls. and Bentley cars in Australia may be of 
interest but the rest is a cursory and incomplete 
history of the Company and its products with 
ominous white spaces on the large pages showing 
the missed opportunity for a book which might 
have disclosed new material. It is useful for post- 
War car illustrations. For two pounds more one 
can still buy Bird and Hallows standard work on 
the cars which is a superb reference tool in spite 
of a few trifling errors. Martin Bennett’s book 
will not see use as a reference book. Neither will 
the new book by John Oldham called THE 
ROLLS-ROYCE 40/50 h.p.: GHOSTS, PHAN- 
TOMS, AND SPECTRES published by G. T. 
Foulis for £7.95, 262 pages and available as above 
also. This is a very irritating book to handle be- 
ing the shape that doesn’t permit one to hold it 
easily in hand, the printing is quite appalling, 
the typesetter having been drunk I should think 
and the book abounds, much to the author’s horror 
with typographical and small errors. Worse, the 
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text wanders away from its theme, 40/50 cars 
and strays into the smaller model, inconsequen- 
tial detail such as the name of the ship every 
time a Rolls leaves England (!) is given and the 
author devotes much space to his own, albeit 
splendid, cars as he did in his earlier more read- 
able book on Claude Johnston. A full engineering 
history of the larger cars with complete specifica- 
tions and modifications has not been given. In- 
stead a largely social history with masses of 
information on experimental cars and production 
chassis in private ownership has been given and 
whilst much is new, especially the excellent but 
poorly reproduced pictures, it is not the stuff to 
make easy reading. An impressive book at first 
and one which many thought would follow in the 
footsteps of Bill Morton’s first volume but Bird 
and Hallows is still better value and more useful 
to the enthusiasts. Victorian member Val Stocks 
will be gratified to see his important London to 
Edinburgh Silver Ghost called the Mystery de- 
cribed in detail and likewise John Griffiths’ 
Phantom III, an experimental car now in Victoria 
is fully described. It is a pity to have to knock 
these books. Too much has been published on 
Rolls-Royce and at high prices too for enthusiasts 
to be carried away every time the name appears 
on a dust jacket. 
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1904 
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IMPORTANT DATES IN THE DEVELOPMENT AND INTRODUCTION OF NEW MODELS 
OF ROLLS-ROYCE MOTOR CARS 


ROYCE: 

10 h.p. 2-cylinder. Bore 95 mm. Stroke 127 mm. 
Overhead inlet and side exhaust valve arrangement. 
3-speed gearbox. Weight 144 cwt. 

First car registered — M.612. 

ROLLS-ROYCE: 

10 h.p. 2-cylinder. 

Radiator of same shape as today, and carrying RR 
monogram 

ROLLS-ROYCE 16 H.P.: 

3-cylinder, same bore and stroke as 10 hp. 
ROLLS-ROYCE 20 H.P.: 

4-cylinder, same bore and stroke as 10 h.p. 
ROLLS-ROYCE 30 H.P.: 

6-cylinder, same bore and stroke as 10 h.p. 

Three blocks of 2-cylinders. 


1906-1925 SILVER GHOST: 


1924 


1922 
1924 
1925 
1929 
1929 
1930 
1936 
1936 
1938 
1946 
1949 
1950 
1953 
1955 


1957 


6-cylinder. 2 blocks of 3-cylinders. 40/50 h.p. 


Front wheel brakes introduced, together with Rolls- 
Royce brake servo driven off the rear of the gearbox. 
20 H.P.: 

6-cylinder in line. 3-speed gearbox, 2-wheel brakes. 
20 H.P.: 

4-speed gearbox, 4-wheel brakes. 

NEW PHANTOM: 

6-cylinder. 

20/25 H.P.: 

6-cylinder. 

PHANTOM II: 

6-cylinder. 

CONTINENTAL PHANTOM II: 

Short chassis. 

PHANTOM III: 

V 12-cylinder. Independent front suspension. 

25/30 H.P.: 

6-cylinder. 

WRAITH: 

6-cylinder. Independent front suspension. 

SILVER WRAITH: 

6-cylinder. 

SILVER DAWN (EXPORT): 

Coachwork by Rolls-Royce. 

PHANTOM Iv: 

8-cylinder in line. 

SILVER DAWN (HOME): 

Coachwork by Rolls-Royce. 

SILVER CLOUD: 

6-cylinder. Automatic gearbox. 


Power assisted steering available on all Rolls-Royce 
cars. 


1957 


1958 


1959 


1959 


1962 


1963 


1965 


1966 


1967 


1969 


1971 


SILVER CLOUD LONG WHEELBASE SALOON: 
6-cylinder. Automatic gearbox. Standard steel saloon 
with 4in. longer wheelbase. Coachwork by Rolls- 
Royce and Park Word. 

SILVER CLOUD DROPHEAD COUPE: 

6-cylinder. Automatic gearbox. Modified standard steel 
saloon. Coachwork by Rolls-Royce and H. J. Mulliner. 
SILVER CLOUD II: 

All aluminium §8-cylinder engine in V _ formation. 
Automatic gearbox. Power assisted steering standard 
feature. 

PHANTOM V: 

All aluminium 8-cylinder engine in V_ formation. 
Automatic gearbox. Power assisted steering standard 
feature. 

SILVER CLOUD III: 

All aluminium 8-cylinder engine in V formation. 
SILVER CLOUD III: 

9:1 compression ratio. 

LONG WHEELBASE SALOON: 

SILVER CLOUD III: 

DROPHEAD COUPE: 

PHANTOM V: 

Inproved power assisted steering. All coachwork re- 
styled to incorporate four headlamps. 

SILVER CLOUD III 2-DOOR SALOON: 

SILVER CLOUD III 4-DOOR SALOON: 

SILVER CLOUD III DROPHEAD COUPE: 
Coachwork by H. J. Mulliner, Park Ward. 

SILVER SHADOW 4-DOOR SEDAN: 

All aluminium 8-cylinder engine in V_ formation, 
automatic gearbox, power assisted steering, mono- 
coque body construction, four wheel independent sus- 
pension incorporating automatic height control, power 
operated disc brakes, electrically operated front seats, 
windows and aerial. 

SILVER SHADOW 2-DOOR COUPE: 

Coachwork by H. J. Mulliner, Park Ward Ltd. 
SILVER SHADOW CONVERTIBLE: 

Coachwork by H. J. Mulliner, Park Ward Ltd. 


SILVER SHADOW FORMAL SEDAN: 

Long wheelbase, designed to be chauffeur driven, 
both with and without division glass. 

CORNICHE TWO-DOOR COUPE AND 
CONVERTIBLE: 

Coachwork by H. J. Mulliner, Park Ward Ltd. Several 
external modifications (radiator shell, new wheel 
covers), new instrument panel, revised transmission 
ratios, suspension modified. 


Courtesy Max Millar and “The Autocar” 
Pre 1911 Silver Ghost engine. 
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Bert Ward Remembers 


The following accounts were extracted from the N.S.W. Branch Bulletin “London and Derby,” edited and are published 
for the interest of all members. 


SILVER GHOST 38RB 


Silver Ghost 38 RB was two years old when 
I first came into contact with it. It was a car 
well looked after and chauffeur driven. 

In the early 1920’s 38 RB was purchased by 
Mr. Frank Albert, of the sheet music shop and 
Boomerang mouthorgan fame, of King Street, 
Sydney. Mr. Albert is the father of club member, 
Sir Alexis Albert. By this time the R-R repair 
depot had moved to Balfour Street, Chippendale. 
Mr. Albert had a chauffeur who was born in Ger- 
many and his christian name was Andrew. He 
looked after the car in a wonderful manner, but 
as we all know, all veteran R-R cars had no self- 
starter, and this could be a drawback in the city 
in the 1920’s. 

Rolls-Royce, together with Joseph Lucas, had 
designed a self-starter modification kit which 
could be fitted to all veteran R-R cars. This kit 
included a new engine sump which had a casting 
on the rear end to carry the starter motor which 
was situated under the steering box. A new fly- 
wheel with ring gear, and a large three stage 
starter switch that fitted in the aluminium dash 
board completed the kit. The battery ignition 
trembler coil was removed, a non-trembler coil 
fitted, the battery ignition distributor received 
a new rotor, and a new control lever was fitted 
to give the distributor a greater range of advance 
and retard movement. A condensor fitted in place 
on the aluminium cover over the contact points. 
The result was the battery ignition was then 
the same as the post World War I cars. Both 
ignitions could be used together. A new three 
point switch had to be fitted to the lower part of 
steering column, and the car had to be rewired. 
A new heavy duty 12v battery was fitted in 
place of the old Ediswan battery. 


SILVER GHOST 


Owners of Silver Ghost cars may have the 
erankshaft and the journal oil plugs removed so 
that they can clean out all the sludge from the 
oil-ways. But what about the crankshaft exten- 
sion which protrudes beyond the flywheed, and 
which the clutch cone operates on? On the end 
of this extension is a brass plug which houses a 
valve, and this valve is kept closed by a tapered 
spring 1-3/8” long, for oiling the clutch spigot. 
The valve is opened each time the clutch is oper- 
ated, by a tappet rod which is adjusted and held 
in position by the tappet rod set screw situated 
in the engine coupling pin. This tappet rod should 
be set with a 1/16” clearance between tappet rod 
and end of oil valves. 

Each time the clutch is operated, the valve 
is opened and allows oil to enter into the clutch 
spigot bearings. All excess oil then passes into 


This modification was carried out on 38‘RB 
for Mr. Albert and he was pleased with the car 
when completed. 

When the announcement was made by Rolls- 
Royce Ltd. that they were going to produce a 
new car called the New Phantom, Mr. Albert 
approached Dalgety’s and traded in 38 RB on the 
first new Phantom to arrive in Australia, chassis 
10 MC. After this chassis had had a body fitted, 
38 RB was taken over by Dalgetys. In those days 
it was very rare that a trade-in deal with a 
motor car was made. 

Poor old 38 RB was very hard to sell, so 
Dalgetys had the body removed, and in its place 
a Smith and Waddington touring body was fitted. 
This body had been removed from a Phantom I 
chassis No. 96 LC, and the latter was then fitted 
with a saloon body. 

To fit this S and W body to 38 RB, altera- 
tions had -to be made to the radiator height, 
aluminium dashboard, and a new bonnet made. 
The body was fitted by Jackson Jones & Collins, 
which made 38RB look a much more modern 
car. It was then sold to a Mr. H. Yule, but after 
a period it was sold on hire purchase. At one 
period the car was in the service station, and we 
were advised by the Head Office of Dalgetys that 
we were not to allow the car out of the doors. 
However the car was sold to an O. H. Jolley, and 
then later to an A. C. Byerley. Strange to say, 
from the day he purchased 38 RB, we have never 
heard of the car. We wonder whether it has gone 
to the U.S.A. or may be lying under scrub some- 
where in Australia, but both Fred Miller Robinson 
and myself, who at one period were trying to 
locate all Silver Ghost chassis that had arrived 
in Australia, could never gain any knowledge 
of 38 RB. 


CLUTCH TROUBLES 


the clutch housing and keeping the clutch cone 
fabric lining lubricated and the clutch action 
smooth. Inside the crankshaft extension or clutch 
spigot is a 3/8” hole approx 44” deep. This hole 
leads into the oilway of No. 7 main journal of the 
crankshaft. Inserted into this 3/8” hole is what 
Rolls-Royce call plug, (worsted) for crankshaft 
extension. The idea of this worsted plug which is 
a tight fit in the 3/8” hole, is to allow the oil to 
filter through allowing enough to collect in the 
reserve between valve and worsted for the lubrica- 
tion of the clutch unit. It also acts as a filter so 
that no foreign matter can collect on the valve seat, 
resulting in a leak and the clutch being flooded 
with oil causing slipping. 

If ever the crankshaft oil ducts are cleaned 
out it must be remembered that this worsted 
will be full of sludge also. Similarly if the clutch 
is removed, this worsted should be removed also. 


This plug ‘worsted’ is 44” in full length, and 
the worsted portion is 3” and is made up of 
copper wire and each end has 2 loopholes. The 
inner holes are for the worsted to be wound 
through, and the outer loop holes are for pulling 
into the 3/8” hole in the extension through the 
oilway in No. 7 main bearing. The other loophole 
is to pull same out after the oil valve is removed. 
To pull it out it is necessary to have a length of 
spring wire with a hook-end to hook into the 
loop hole in the worsted. 

If this worsted is removed, to rewind it, 
it is necessary to have an 80 ft. length of worsted, 
or, aS I have always used, sock darning wool, a 
darning needle, an assistant too, and patience 
to be prepared for at least one hour of rewinding. 


SILVER GHOST — 2519 


Silver Ghost veteran chassis No. 2519 was 
one of those elegant Rolls-Royce cars, now owned 
by Dr. Pye, of Scone, N.S.W. It was fitted with 
a lovely single seater, or as sometimes called, a 
two seater tourer body, by Vanden Plas, London, 
which was the English branch of the well estab- 
lished Belgian firm of Carrosserie Vanden Plas. 

This body was unusual in as much as the 
seating capacity was comfortable for 3 people, 
and the rear tapered in to the width of the 
chassis frame at the rear so that the rear mud- 
guards could be removed without any damage to 
the body or paintwork. These guards were 
fastened to the chassis by 2 brackets, and if any 
repairs had to be done to the rear springs, the 
guards could be removed by taking out 6 bolts. 
On the rear of the body there was a square door, 
which when opened, could be used to carry lug- 
gage or as a spare seat, or as called in those days, 
a Dicky seat.’ 

The car was painted all over a light beige, 
the upholstery was dark brown soft leather, and 
the hood covered by the same colour leather. 

This elegant Rolls-Royce, 2519 was des- 
patched from England in August, 1913, for Dr. 
Langloh Johnston, a Macquarie Street Skin 
specialist of Sydney. 

Dr. Johnston lived for his car, and he used 
it every Wednesday afternoon and Saturday and 
Sunday. The car was garaged in 136 Phillip Street, 
where Dalgety and Co. had their car showrooms 
and service depot. Doctor Johnston had a section 
of the top floor of this building, and he employed 
a man whose job it was to keep the car clean, 
oiled and greased. When I first saw the car the 
man who looked after it was named Terry Kent. 
Every part of the car, body and chassis was 
spotless. The engine crankcase, sump, engine 
trays, gear box, undershield, which was_ all 
aluminium, was kept polished, and the rear axle 
casing, chassis frame and front axle were all 
kept the same as the outside of the body. Of 
course, on these models, the alumium crankcase, 
sump, and gearbox casing were all finished off to 
a very smooth and polished finish, unlike the 
post-war I cars. 
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The man looking after this car had to have 
it ready by 1 p.m. on Wednesday afternoons, and 
Saturdays, and the car was returned to 136 Phil- 
lip Street on Thursday and Monday mornings 
when he would start to carry out his cleaning 
again. This car was not fitted with a mascot, 
and still has the plain radiator cap. Terry Kent 
looked after all the chassis greasing and oil 
changes. In those days all oil used in Rolls-Royce 
cars was Price’s Motorine Engine Oil, supplied in 
1 gallon tins. Each month he opened up each of 
the road springs and greased each leaf, so that 
perfect riding of this car was maintained. 


Once a year the car would be brought into 
the Rolls-Roxce Ltd. Repair Depot for an over- 
haul. The car would then go to Mackay & Son 
in Riley Street, Surry Hills, who were the leading 
coach-builders in Sydney, where it would be re- 
glazed and varnished, and every two years the 
hood would be recovered with special leather im- 
ported from England. The Doctor was very con- 
cerned that this car was to sound and run like 
a Silver Ghost. Every second Wednesday after- 
noon he would call at the Repair Depot and get 
the tappets checked. After I started with Rolls- 
Royce in 1916, I was the one who had to turn 
the engine with the starting handle, while B. A. 
Peat would adjust the tappets. I soon found that 
by doing this job the Doctor would give me a 
tip of two shillings. As my wages in those days 
were only five shillings per week, you can be 
sure I was always looking forward to the doctor 
calling around. When the car was in for its 
annual overhaul the Dr. would tip me one pound, 
one month’s pay! 


This car was a part of Dr. Johnston’s life; 
nothing was too good or too expensive, and it 
had to be kept like new. When the time came 
that the gearbox required new ball races fitted 
he would not have the box dismantled, but a 
complete new gearbox was imported from Rolls- 
Royce, and fitted and at the same time a com- 
plete new engine coupling and blocks were fitted 
also. Similary the rear springs were not to be 
re-set, but a complete set of new front and rear 
springs imported and fitted. When wear had 
taken place in the pistons and cylinders and slight 
piston knocks could be heard, we wanted to fit 
reconditioned blocks, but Dr. Johnston would not 
have them, so a new set of blocks and pistons 
and valves of standard size were obtained and 
fitted. These are on this car at present, although 
the car has not covered a great mileage since 
these were fitted, about 1930. 

There was a weakness in the rear axle tubes 
on these early models fitted with torque type 
rear axle. This car suffered with this trouble in 
1917, and the tubes were reinforced, since during 
World War I no spares were available. As soon 
as parts became available a new pair of axle 
tubes of the modified type were imported for the 
car and fitted. All the old parts removed were 
repacked in the cases the new ones arrived in, 
and Dr. Johnston kept these in a special locker 
he had built in the portion of space he rented 
to garage 2519. 


Between 1916 and until Dr. Johnston died in 
1941, only two men were employed to look after 
this car, the first Terry Kent, and when he left 
to return to England, Mr. McBean. The latter 
had driven Rolls-Royce cars for a number of years 
and was given the job which he held till the 
death of Dr. Johnston. Although they could both 
drive, the doctor never used them as chauffeur. 

Dr. Johnston leased a section of one of the 
upper floors of the Hunter Street Parking Station 
to garage 2519, where several other R-R cars were 
garaged. One was a Silver Ghost 4 wheel brake 
chassis 40 EU owned by T. A. Stanton and later 
sold to Hugh Campbell. The other was a 20 h.p. 
chassis No. GSK 10, owned by Mr. B. Burdekin, 
and was the first 20 h.p. 4 wheel brake model 
chassis to arrive in Australia, and is now the 
property of the Technical Museum. 

We lost trace of 2519. However, in the late 
1940’s, a doctor at Castle Hill phoned me, at York 
Motors, advising me that he had purchased 2519 
and had fitted a station waggon body to same 
and asked if, at weekends, I would go and wire 
up the car. I] told him no, as I was an employee 
of York Motors, but he could bring the car to 
the service station and the work would be carried 
out. 

No further word was received until I heard 
that the car was for sale at Northmead, and my 
friend George Williams did think of purchasing 
it. A Dr. Pye called to see me and told me that 
he had purchased 2519 and that it was garaged 
at Parramatta. He wanted to bring the car to 
me and get it fully serviced. The car still had 
the four original guards, running boards, side 
and head lights, the full scuttle and all original 
instruments including the Ediswan wet batteries. 
As this chassis was never modified to be fitted 
with a self starter, these batteries with a low 
amperage were adequate for all use. 

I would say that as a Veteran Rolls-Royce 
chassis, 2519 would be one of the few that is 
original, and it could be the only one in the 
world. I do know that except for the Dunlop 
wire wheels, which were altered in the 1930’s to 
take balloon tyres, this chassis has no other part 
fitted that is not original Rolls-Royce. In fact in 
1917, due to road conditions in N.S.W., on the 
rear chassis cross member, the Rolls-Royce Repair 
Depot fitted brackets to carry a spare front 
spring, and this is still there. 


WESTWARD HO! 


(With apologies to Charles Kingsley) 

When George and Malcolm began to discuss 
the possibilities of driving Isobel, the 1928 Phan- 
tom (96 AL) and Angus, the 1914 Ghost (6 TB) 
to the 1974 Federal Rally n Perth, I thought it 
was a bit ambitious. During the months to come, 
however, I could see that it really was going to 
happen. 

Our original itinerary had been to go through 
Hay, Renmark, Port Augusta and so on. This all 
had to be changed the day before departure be- 
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eause of floods. One night, during one of the 
innumerable discussions on the epie journey, the 
idea hit us that the departure date coincided 
with that of the C.V.V.T.M.C. Rally, and that we 
might well leave from Warwick Farm. By this 
time, Dick and Joy Donnelley, and later Bruce 
Ross and family, with Bill Cutts, decided to drive 
too. So we were four cars. 

To ensure an early arrival at Warwick Farm, 
where Malcolm was judging, we decided to stay 
at a motel nearby on Saturday night. 

We settled in at E] Toro, where Malcolm 
and Roz occupied the suite in which Gough and 
Margaret slept on the night of his victory. They 
were not affected by this — I won’t labour the 
point — and were their liberal selves in the 
morning. 

Next day, after a good session at Warwick 
Farm, we started for Bathurst, where we met 
Dick and Joy. We left the following morning for 
Cobar, at about 6.30, with the temperature at 
two degrees Celcius, and in fog. Despite numerous 
layers of clothing, it was mighty cold in that 
open car. By 9 a.m. it was a beautiful day. 
Breakfast was very welcome at Wellington, where 
the first of a lot of local newspaper men along 
the way, took photographs and stories. The 
charisma of the name Rolls-Royce is quite fan- 
tastic. 

We arrived in Cobar after a magnificent day 
of motoring. 


Isobel! 


Next morning, bright and early, we set off 
for Broken Hill. Breakfast, of bacon and eggs, 
billy tea and toast, was an unqualified success, 
accomplished in three quarters of an hour. 

Late in the afternoon, Isobel seemed to be 
having a bit of fuel trouble. On arrival in Broken 
Hill, where we were met by Dick, Joy, Bruce, 
Ross and Co., an investigation was carried out 
by Bruce and Malcolm. It revealed a fracture in 
the fuel line. Bruce donned his dustcoat and got 
to work with Malcolm for about three hours. 
This was only one of the occasions on which 
Bruce proved himself to be a real friend and 
an expert mechanic. 


After Broken Hill came Port Augusta, where 
there were two mishaps. Fuel dripped on to the 
exhaust in the Phantom, causing great alarm for 
a few minutes, and Dick had a bad water leak 
in the Cloud. Again Bruce came to the aid of 
the party. 

Next day, we made for Ceduna, where we 
were to have a day of rest before tackling the 
dreaded Nullarbor. That day was a bad one. With 
about 200 miles to go, Isobel started vaporising 
badly. At Kimba, after a telephone call to John 
Vawser for advice, and with a full tank of petrol, 
she seemed to improve, but as soon as a certain 
level in the tank was reached, she would start 
vaporising again. Poor Malcolm climbed endlessly 
in and out, filling the bowl, which only got her 
a few kilometres each time, sometimes only one. 
It was getting dark, so Malcolm decided to top 
up the tank with as much fuel as he could muster, 
and made it into Ceduna. 

At the same time, we in Angus were having 
a bit of trouble keeping the fuel pumped up. 
Were we glad to see Bruce that night? 

Next morning it was found that Isobel had 
a hole in the fuel tank in a most inaccesible 
position. The trouble in Angus was a broken pipe 
in the pressure pump. The blissful sleep-in that 
Roz and I were trying to enjoy was short-lived. 
First, Bruce and George burst into our room to 
immerse something in the basin. I pulled up the 
covers and tried to ignore it all. Then Bil! and 
George came in and began to solder something 
on the dressing table. Finally I gave up, sat up 
in bed, and socialised while they worked. When 
I left them to it and went for a shower, it was 
Roz’s turn, and the same sort of thing went on 
in her room. 

It was a glorious day in Ceduna, and while 
the boys had the cars at the garage, surrounded 
by the usual throng of admirers, the Headmaster 
of the local school asked if we would show the 
cars to the children. 

The next morning was bitterly cold. Very 
early, we started for the Nullarbor. Someone out 
there must like us, for the grader had just been 
through, a short shower of rain had laid the 
dust, and the wind was blowing in the right 
direction, so we had a comparatively good run 
through the 250 miles of dust and holes. One 
puncture was the only trouble we had. Dick 
followed us in the Cloud in case of need. Malcolm 
gleefully drove through at quite a turn of speed; 
we were a bit more circumspect. 

When Isobel arrived at Eucla (on the blessed 
bitumen again), the fabric from the roof suddenly 
descended in front of the windscreen like a blind, 
and when Roz opened the door to get out, it fell 
off. The trunk on the back was also in a state 
of disintegration. However, the fabric was soon 
stuck down again. The door had merely shaken 
off its hinges, and a bit of bush carpentry fixed 
the trunk. 

We had another rest day at Eucla, a most 
interesting and unusual place. The beach is within 
four miles of the road, and is filled with relics of 
past habitaton. The old telegraph station and 
other buildings have been almost buried by sand. 
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The Ross family spent the afternoon prospecting 
on the beach, and unearthed a head-light and rim 
of a 20 h.p. 

Cocklebiddy was our next stop. We were 
pleasantly surprised by the motel, and the pro- 
prietor and his wife kindly entertained us after 
dinner. 

From Cocklebiddy we went on to Norseman, 
where once again we were asked to take our 
cars to the schools, and were given a big welcome 
by the children. They succeeded in cleaning a lot 
of red dust from the cars by climbing and slid- 
ing on them. 

On leaving Norseman, Malcolm noticed a 
stream of petrol coming from underneath the 
Ghost. We found that we had lost the plug from 
the bottom of the carburettor. Nothing daunted, 
Malcolm set us all to chewing great wads of gum, 
and Roz and I were sent down the road, chewing 
madly, to look for the lost plug, while Malcolm 
and George prepared to plug the hole. Chewing 
gum was not the answer. We had forgotten that 
spirit is a solvent for gum. A brandy bottle 
yielded a cork, which George whittled to fit the 
hole, and we were soon on our way again. That 
cork is still there. 


Angus! 


Then the dust began to have its effect on 
the Ghost. The result was a sticky valve, which, 
however, was not too bad at the start. After 
leaving Kalgoorlie the sticky valve became more 
troublesome. It stuck at varying intervals during 
the day until it became almost continuously stuck. 
Then Malcolm had a dreadful blow-out, and only 
masterful driving kept Isobel upright. He got 
back on to the road after a sickenly tilted run on 
the soft shoulder, driving on a bent rim. The 
tube was in shreds and the tyre was a write-off. 
We never did find the split rim. At this time 
we in Angus were some distance behind, coping 
with the sticky valve. A Corniche passed us, and 
was the first car to reach Malcolm. Derek Hartley 
from 8.A. was the driver. When we arrived next 
there was a covey of R-R’s on the scene. After 
1$ hours’ work another wheel was fitted and 
everyone returned to his own car. There was an 
anguished cry from Malcolm ‘“‘She’s done it 
again,” and there on the other side was another 
flat, and out came all the gear again. 


Fifteen hours after leaving Kalgoorlie, we 
arrived in Northam. We had planned to spend 
the night here, a short distance from Perth, to 
clean up ourselves and the cars before entering 
the city. Northam was a dismal faiiure. Malcolm 
said, “There are too many unsavoury characters 
around here to leave the cars. We must go on.” 

With sinking hearts and a sticky valve, 
screwdriver at the ready, we pushed on. George 
made a rough estimate that we would only have 
to get out 37 more times to unstick the valve 
before we arrived in Perth. We had the whole 
operation down to 387 seconds, according to George. 
I would jump out, turn the lady, and open the 
bonnet. George would grab the screwdriver, jump 
out the other side, and while I held the torch, 
unstick the valve. Then down with the bonnet, 
turn the lady, and off again. 

To add to the activity, we had lost the globe 
from the tail light, and it was my duty to hold 
the torch to shine on the back of the car when 
there was any oncoming traffic. 

Suddenly, there appeared before us what 
seemed to be a mirage — the most glamorous 
motel I have seen anywhere in the world. It was 
built in the Spanish Moorish style, and truly 
looked to us like an oasis out of a movie. We 
found it was a tourist attraction, including a 
daily performance of Andalusian dancing horses. 

Next morning, feeling like new people, and 
only thirty miles from Perth, we drove in a 
leisurely fashion, though still with the sticky 
valve, and arrived in the city in time for the 
Civic Reception. But Isobel had the last laugh. 
When the television people asked us to drive the 
cars out and back, she had done it again. A tyre 
was flat. And so, in the place of honour, between 
the flags in front of the Town Hall, were Malcolm 
and George, putting a new shoe on Isobel, once 
again. 

Here are some interesting points about the 
trip: Isobel and Angus had 18 flat tyres, 9 each. 
Previously, Malcolm had held the record since 
the International, Rally in New Zealand in 1972. 

Our car used only two pints of oil and no 
water at all. 

We think that 11 days could be a record 
crossing for a Veteran. 

The hood was only put up for half a day 
during that time. 

Lastly, two husbands and two wives managed 
not to become divorced or separated during all 
the trials and tribulations. In fact we can none 
of us wait to plan another such Rally. 

FAY HARRIS. 
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